Source of material 1,1'-Oxalylbisisatin (1.74g ,0 .05m ol), nickel acetate (1.24g , 0.05 mol) and1,2-diaminobenzene(0.53 g, 0.05 mol) were added to athree-neckedflask with 70 mL H 2 O. The pH of the solution was adjusted to 9w ith 10 %N aOH solution. The mixture was stirred and heated at 85°C for 6h,then cooled to room temperature and filtered. The red solid residue (0.43 g, 0.01 mol), cadmium chloride (0.23 g, 0.01 mol) and N,N-dimethylformamide (20 mL) were stirred at 80°C for 30 min. The resulting solution was cooled to room temperature and filtered. The filtrate was evaporated slowly at room temperature for 30 daysa nd orange-red crystals were obtained.
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Discussion
Coordination chemistry of macrocyclic compounds has received considerable interest as theses pecies oftene xhibit interesting molecular architectures and unusual properties [1] [2] [3] [4] . The 'complex as ligand' method is one of the most important approaches for preparingp olynuclear speciesa nd is especially feasible to produce heterometallic multinuclear complexes. The neutral trinuclear complex Ni(II)Cd(II)Ni(II) contains anew macrocyclic oxamido Schiff base-Ni(II) complex as ligand. The oxamido group from each of the two macrocyclic ligands of a trinuclear molecule bridges Cd(II) and the corresponding Ni(II).
The Ni atomsreside in adistorted N 4 square-planar environment with close Ni-N bond lengths (1.870-1.902 Å). Thedeviations of the four donor atomsand the Ni center from their mean plane are in the range of -0.057 to 0.057 Å. The N-C bond lengths (1.335-1.346 Å) in both oxamido groups are not only longer than the double bonds (N3-C9, N4-C16), but also remarkably shorter than the single bonds (N1-C22, N2-C3). The sum of the two bond angles around each amidate nitrogen atom is very close to 360°. The above values imply that the amidate nitrogen atomsare sp 2 -hybridized and the p-electrons on theseatoms and thec arbonyls are delocalized to form ac onjugated system [5] . Cd(II) hasadistorted octahedralcoordinationwithfourOdonor atomsfromtwo oxamidogroupsoftwo macrocyclicligands and twochlorideanions. TheCd-Oand theCd-Cl distancesare in therangesof2.339 (3) 
